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Areas of Major Legislative Action in K-12 Education

Budgets Teacher School
and Finance Compensation Safety
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State Budgets

Real Tax Revenue in %4 States Has Recovered From Recession
Tax collections in Q4 2017 compared with each state’s peak, adjusted for inflation
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State Fund Expenditures on K-12 Education

Inflation Adjusted Figures
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Source: National Association of State Budget Officers, State Expenditure Reports, selected years.
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State Fund Expenditures on K-12 Education
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Source: National Association of State Budget Officers, State Expenditure Reports, selected years.
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Billions

State Fund Expenditures on K-12 Education
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Tax Effort toward K-12 Education

o Tax effort is a measurement of state and local taxable resources diverted to support public elementary and secondary education. Both per
capita personal income and per capita gross state product have been used as proxy measurements of state and local governments’ taxable
wealth. Dividing per pupil state and local public education revenue into either per capita personal income or gross state product produces
a crude yet proximate measurement of tax effort.

O Gross State Product (GSP) Effort: Calculated by dividing per pupil state and local revenues into per capita gross state product.

o Per Capita Income (PCI) Effort: Calculated by dividing per pupil state and local revenues into per capita personal income.
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Educator Compensation
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NCSL Resources

StateVote 2018 | State Legislative Races and Ballot
Measures: www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-
campaigns/statevote-2018-state-legislative-races-and-
ballot-measures.aspx

State Tax Actions Database:
www.ncsl.org/research/fiscal-policy/state-tax-actions-
database.aspx

State Budget Actions, FY 2018:
www.ncsl.org/research/fiscal-policy/state-budget-
actions-fy-2018.aspx

School Safety Webpage and Data Visualization:
www.ncsl.org/research/education/school-safety.aspx

State Legislatures Magazine: Teacher Pay Is a Problem,
www.ncsl.org/bookstore/state-legislatures-magazine/

College & Career Readiness State Legislation website:
www.ccrslegislation.info
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